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SUB J : RELEASE OF MOROCCAN PRISONERS 

REF : MADRID 5253 

1. CHIEF OF HIGH GENERAL STAFF, LT.GEN.VALLESPIN, TOLD ME AUGUST 
1 THAT SPANISH GOVERNMENT, INDEED, HAD INFORMED MOROCCANS 
(REFTEL) THAT 16 MOROCCAN PRISONERS WOULD BE RELEASED. HOWEVER, 
WITH THE INCIDENT LAST SUNDAY NIGHT WHERE MOROCCAN FORCES HAD 
ENDEAVORED TO TAKE SPANISH PRISONERS, SPANISH GOVERNMENT HAD AT 
LAST MOMENT DECIDED NOT TO GO THROUGH WITH THE RETURN. VALLE- 
SPIN COMMENTED THAT EVEN THOUGH THERE HAD BEEN ANOTHER INCIDENT 
EARLY A.M. JULY 30, SITUATION SINCE THEN HAD BEEN QUIET.AND HE 
BELIEVED THAT IF SITUATION REMAINED THAT WAY OVER THE NEXT 
RELATIVELY FEW DAYS, GOS WOULD THEN PROCEED TO TURN OVER THE 
PRISONERS TO MOROCCO. 

2. VALLESPIN COMMENTED THAT THE SAHARA PROBLEM NOW SEEMS TO 
HAVE TURNED INTO A DIPUTE BETWEEN MOROCCO AND ALGERIA IN WHICH 
SPAIN IS CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE.HE ALSO EXPRESSED THE 
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ATED INTO MOROCCO, BUT RATHER WISHED INDEPENDENCE.HE 
PERSONALLY DID NOT BELIEVE INDEPENDENCE WAS THE ANSWER FOR 
THIS TERRITORY WITH ITS SMALL POPULATION AND TOTAL LACK OF 
INFRASTRUCTURE.HOWEVER, HE RECOGNIZED THAT IN THE PRES- 
ENT CIRCUMSTANCES THIS MIGHT BE THE ONLY WAY OUT. HE 
LAMENTED THAT SPAIN HAD NOT TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF THE SITUA- 
TION SEVERAL YEARS AGO TO REACH A BILATERAL UNDERSTANDING 
WITH MOROCCO.NOW IT WAS TOO LATE. 

3. VALLESPIN SAID THAT HE WOULD SPEND NEXT WEEK VISITING 
THE CANARY ISLANDS AND SAHARA. (VALLESPIN'S VISIT IS ONE 
OF A SERIES OF VISITS BY MILITARY MINISTERS AND OTHER 
HIGH-RANKING MILITARY OFFICERS TO INSPECT SPANISH FORCES 
AND TO TAKE A READING OF THE LOCAL SITUATION.) 

4. COMMENT: WHILE SPANISH MILITARY ARE NOT PARTICULARLY 
HAPPY WITH GOS POLICY ON THE SAHARA, THEY FULLY ACCEPT GOS 
DECISION TO LEAVE THE SAHARA AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. THEY 
FULLY RECOGNIZE DANGERS IN BECOMING INVOLVED IN ANY SUS- 
TAINED ACTION WITH MOROCCANS. AND THEIR PRESENT AIM IS TO 
KEEP EVERYTHING IN AS LOW KEY AS POSSIBLE UNTIL THE MOMENT 
COMES TO EVACUATE. 
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